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Paul hated these things in himself.  Every 
believer should similarly hate in himself 
this inward tendency to do what is evil.  
Indwelling sin is a source of grief to the true 
believer.  With Paul he cried out: “O wretched 
man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?” (Romans 7:24).   The 
fact is that indwelling sin will be with us all 
our lives as believers.  But our blessed hope 
is that of Paul: “I think God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Romans 7:25). As soon 
as the believer leaves this world he will be 
eternally free from all indwelling sin.

THE BLESSING OF RECONCILIATION
To be justified in Christ by faith is to be in 
the happy condition of being reconciled 
with God. This reconciliation means that 
God is reconciled to us and that we are 
reconciled to God.  It operates both ways.  
The means whereby God is reconciled to 
us is by the blood of Christ; the way we 
are reconciled to God is through the New 
Birth by which we now naturally love God, 
have His Moral Law written on our heart 
and have a new wish to please God and to 
serve Him in this life.

Reconciliation is a many-sided thing in 
itself.  We are reconciled to God and also 
to our fellow-believers everywhere.  We no 
longer make too much of our nationality but 
look upon all who profess Christ with us as 
our true brothers and sisters.   We look 
on this present world as our wilderness 
experience.  By faith we “look for a city 
which has foundations whose builder and 
maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10). We look 
upon our true citizenship as “in heaven 
from whence also we look for the Saviour 
the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3: 20).

A COVENANT-KEEPING GOD
All these great and wonderful blessings are 

given to us by God who is now and will 
forever be in covenant with us through the 
mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is in 
this way that all Christians are children of 
Abraham.  We are the spiritual seed of this 
man of God who long years ago received 
from God the precious promise that God 
would be to him and to His seed a God 
forever. Now this promise is being fulfilled 
as men and women are coming to faith in 
the Lord Jesus all over the world.

To have God as our God is the ultimate 
blessing.  Nothing could be more desirable 
than this.  In having God we have all else that 
is necessary for life and godliness. In Christ 
through the gospel we are more blessed 
than Adam was at the first.  Adam had a 
righteousness of his own at first but it was 
a righteousness which he could lose.  And 
he did lose it.  But believers in Christ have a 
divine righteousness which we cannot lose. 
“If  God be for us who can be against us?”  
“Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God’s elect?” “Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ?”(Romans 8: 31, 33, 35).

Justification is the foundational blessing 
of all these others.  It puts us right with 
God’s righteousness. It cannot be reversed 
or abolished.  It is God Himself who has 
pronounced us to be righteous for the sake 
of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done 
for us on the Cross. The effect is that now 
we cast all our own righteousnesses from 
us as “filthy rags” and we glory in nothing 
“save in the cross of Christ by which we are 
crucified to the world and the world to us” 
(Galatians 6:14). 

Surely it is an unspeakable privilege to be 
a true Christian!  O that God would bless 
the whole world with this great blessing of 
saving faith!
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Martin Luther was born in Germany more than 500 years 
ago. It was a time when the Roman Catholic Church was very 
powerful. The leaders of that Church showed by their lives 
that their hearts had not been changed. The leaders seemed 
to be most interested in getting more power and money.  

Ordinary people were not allowed to read the Bible. Church 
services were in Latin, a language they couldn’t understand. 
The people were not told that salvation is though trusting in 
the Lord Jesus Christ alone. They were told that they could 
get to heaven by doing good works and what the Church 
told them. This also meant they had to give lots of money to 
the Church so that the leaders could be rich.

Martin 
Luther 
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When Martin Luther was a young man 
he had an experience that would change 
his life. While traveling through a terrible 
thunderstorm, a lightning bolt narrowly 
missed him. Martin cried out very afraid, 
he promised that if he lived he would 
become a monk. And he had to keep that 
promise. Monks gave up everything they 
had so they could pray all the time in a 
monastery.  They thought that if they 
lived a life of hardship it would make 
them more holy. 

Martin was afraid of God punishing his 
sin in hell. He was told that if he did 
enough good works, confessed his sin 
and punished himself through penance, 
he would have salvation. But Martin 
never felt that he had confessed all of his 
sin and no matter what he did it never 
seemed to be good enough. He almost 
killed himself by treating his body very 
harshly indeed. 

When he visited Rome, he was shocked 
to find that what he thought must be 
the holiest place on earth was full of 
terrible sin. He began to study more of 
the Bible and to give lectures on it. As 
he studied the Scriptures he came to 
see that salvation couldn’t be earned or 
bought. He saw how greedy and corrupt 
the Roman Catholic Church had become 
and how far away from the teaching of 
the Bible it had gone. 

When the Church leaders wanted more 
money they decided to sell as many 
indulgences as possible. An indulgence 
came from the Pope, it was a document 
that said that the person who bought 
it could have their sins forgiven. 
Martin Luther knew this was wrong 
and he must speak against it.
This was when he went to the 

Castle Church in Wittenberg and nailed 
a document to the door.  The document 
gave 95 reasons why selling indulgences 
was against the Bible. It was called the 
95 Theses. The date was 31 October 1517. 
500 years ago this year!

Everyone was amazed that one man 
would stand up to the Church leaders 
and especially the Pope to tell them that 
they were wrong. Luther’s document was 
copied and read all over Germany. The 
Roman Catholic leaders were angry that 
they were being defied and because they 
would lose their money if people believed 
Luther. This was the beginning of what 
we call the Reformation. 

All across Europe, God was going 
to stir up many to seek the 
Reformation of 
the church. 
Fearless men 
proclaimed 
the teachings 
of the Bible 
so that people 
would know the 
true way of eternal 
life.  
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On 31st October 1517, Martin Luther 
sparked the Reformation by publishing 
his Ninety-five Theses. As we approach 
the 500th anniversary of that momentous 
event, it is worth considering what he taught 
before then. In 1508, Luther accepted 
an invitation to go to the University of 
Wittenberg to lecture on the philosophy of 
Aristotle. It was a new university, founded 
in 1502, and had a very poor reputation 
for teaching. It was felt that Luther would 
enhance the status of the university. 

During his time there, Luther was awarded 
two degrees. He went back to Erfurt 
from 1509 to 1511 and then returned to 

Wittenberg, where he became a Doctor in 
Biblia (teacher in the Bible), and in 1512 he 
became a lecturer. A year later, he began 
preaching in the town church of Wittenberg.

From 1509 onwards, Luther had made 
extensive notes about the teaching of the 
North African “church father”, Augustine of 
Hippo (354–430). He began lecturing on 
biblical topics in 1513, and his knowledge 
of Augustine’s doctrines – especially on 
the questions of sin and grace – helped 
to prepare him for this work. He saw 
that Augustine differed from mediaeval 
scholastics on the subjects of the will 
of man and sin. This led Luther to study 

What happened 
before the 

Theses?
 Luther’s teachings before 1517

Dr Robert Dickie
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